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(Twice Amended) A method for automatically gathering and analyzing data 
without human intervention relating to an asset comprising the steps of: 

(a) generating a maintenance invoice from an analysis controller when 
service is performed on the asset, wherein the maintenance invoice includes an indication 
of the amount of usage of the asset, wherein said indication of the amount of usage is 
captured by a data acquisition device, and wherein a receiver receives the indication of 
the amount of usage from the data acquisition device through a transmitter, 

(b) transmitting the maintenance invoice on a communications network front 
the analysis controller to an administrative controller; 

(c) comparing on the analysis controller, the indication of the amount of 
usage of the asset with a predetermined standard that is representative of the warranty 
period; and 

(d) generating a warranty report from said administrative controller without 
said human intervention if the amount of usage is less than the predetermined standard. 

^j^f^ (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relative 
to an asset comprising: 

a data acquisition device for sensing at least one operating characteristic of the 
asset and for generating acquired data that is representative thereof; 

a transmitter attached to the asset for transmitting said acquired data from said 
data acquisition device; 

a receiver for receiving said acquired data transmitted from said transmitter; 

a local controller associated with said receiver that is in at least periodic 
communication with said transmitter; 

an analysis controller located at a second location remote from said local 
controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of local controllers for 
generating an analysis of said acquired data from said plurality of said local controllers, 
said analysis controller being configured for automatically determining without human 
intervention whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; T 

^ T communicati9ns network connected between each of said local controllers and 
said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
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controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein said analysis controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 

wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides far comparing said acquired data with 
a predetermined standard. 



yt* (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relative to an 
asset comprising: 

a data acquisition device for sensing at least one operating characteristic of the 
asset and for generating acquired data that is representative thereof; 

a transmitter attached to the asset for transmitting said acquired data from said 
data acquisition device; 

a receiver for receiving said acquired data transmitted from said transmitter; 
a local controller associated with said receiver that is in at least periodic 
communication with said transmitter; 
(L an analysis controller located at a second location remote from said local 

controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of local controllers for 
generating an analysis of said acquired data from said plurality of said local controllers, 
said analysis controller being configured for automatically determining without human 
intervention whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; 
| ^communications network connected .between each of said local controllers and , r Ify*** 1 " 

said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein there are a plurality of responsible parties associated with said system, a 
first responsible party comprising at least one of a manufacturer and a supplier of the 
asset and a second responsible party comprising at least one of an owner or user of the 
asset, said analysis controller configured to use at least a portion of said acquired data in 
automatically determining which of said responsible parties has responsibility in whole or 
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in part for maintenance performed on the asset; 

said analysis controller including a record of the asset, said record including said 
responsible parties and the nature of said responsibility, the nature of said responsibility 
including a factor based on said at least one operating characteristic of the asset,; 

Wherein said analysis controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 

wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides for comparing said acquired data with 
a predetermined standard. 
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28. (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relating to an 
asset comprising: 

a local controller located at a first location for acquiring data that is representative 
of at least one operating characteristic of the asset; 

an analysis controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of 
local controllers for generating an analysis of said acquired data, said analysis controller 
being configured to determine whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; 
| a, communications network connected between said local controller and said 

analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein there are a plurality of responsible parties associated with said system, 
said analysis controller configured to use at least a portion of said acquired data in 
automatically determining which of said responsible parties has responsibility in whole 
| or in part for maintenance performed on the asset; T 

said analysis controller including a record of the asset, said record including said 
responsible parties and the nature of said responsibility, the nature of said responsibility 
including a factor based on said at least one operating characteristic of the asset,; 

wherein said analysts controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 
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wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides for comparing said acquired data with 
a predetermined standard. 
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16. (Twice Amended) A method for automatically gathering and analyzing data 
without human intervention relating to an asset comprising the steps of: 

(a) generating a maintenance invoice from an analysis controller when service 
is performed on the asset, wherein the maintenance invoice includes an indication of the 
amount of usage of the asset, wherein said indication of the amount of usage is captured 
by a data acquisition device, and wherein a receiver receives the indication of the amount 
of usage from the data acquisition device through a transmitter; 

(b) transmitting the maintenance invoice on a communications network from 
the analysis controller to an administrative controller; 

(c) comparing on the analysis controller, the indication of the amount of usage 
of the asset with a predetermined standard that is representative of the warranty period; 
and 

(d) generating a warranty report from said administrative controller without 
said human intervention if the amount of usage is less than the predetermined standard, 

21, (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relative 
to an asset comprising: 

a data acquisition device for sensing at least one operating characteristic of the 
asset and for generating acquired data that is representative thereof; 

a transmitter attached to the asset for transmitting said acquired data from said 
data acquisition device; 

a receiver for receiving said acquired data transmitted from said transmitter; 

a local controller associated with said receiver that is in at least periodic 
communication with said transmitter; 

an analysis controller located at a second location remote from said local 
controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of local controllers for 
generating an analysis of said acquired data from said plurality of said local controllers, 
said analysis controller being configured for automatically determining without human 
intervention whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; 

a communications network connected between each of said local controllers and 
said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
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controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein said analysis controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 

wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides for comparing said acquired data with a 
predetermined standard. 

31. (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relative to an 
asset comprising: 

a data acquisition device for sensing at least one operating characteristic of the 
asset and for generating acquired data that is representative thereof; 

a transmitter attached to the asset for transmitting said acquired data from said 
data acquisition device; 

a receiver for receiving said acquired data transmitted from said transmitter; 

a local controller associated with said receiver that is in at least periodic 
communication with said transmitter; 

an analysis controller located at a second location remote from said local 
controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of local controllers for 
generating an analysis of said acquired data from said plurality of said local controllers, 
said analysis controller being configured for automatically determining without human 
intervention whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; 

a communications network connected between each of said local controllers and 
said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein there are a plurality of responsible parties associated with said system, a 
first responsible party comprising at least one of a manufacturer and a supplier of the 
asset and a second responsible party comprising at least one of an owner or user of the 
asset, said analysis controller configured to use at least a portion of said acquired data in 
automatically determining which of said responsible parties has responsibility in whole or 



Received from < 248 594 0610 > at 12/3/02 1:56:11 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 




r 





DEC S3 2002 



1:55 PM FR RftDER FISHMAN GRAUER594 0610 TO 917037465532 



P. 08 



in part for maintenance performed on the asset; 

said analysis controller including a record of the asset, said record including said 
responsible parties and the nature of said responsibility, the nature of said responsibility 
including a factor based on said at least one operating characteristic of the asset; 

wherein said analysis controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 

wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides for comparing said acquired data with a 
predetermined standard. 



38. (Once Amended) A system for gathering and analyzing data relating to an 
asset comprising: 

a local controller located at a first location for acquiring data that is representative 
of at least one operating characteristic of the asset; 

an analysis controller that is responsive to said acquired data from a plurality of 
local controllers for generating an analysis of said acquired data, said analysis controller 
being configured to determine whether maintenance of the asset has been provided; 

a Communications network connected between said local controller and said 
analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; 

wherein there are a plurality of responsible parties associated with said system, 
said analysis controller configured to use at least a portion of said acquired data in 
automatically determining which of said responsible parties has responsibility in whole 
or in part for maintenance performed on the asset; 

said analysis controller including a record of the asset, said record including said 
responsible parties and the nature of said responsibility, the nature of said responsibility 
including a factor based on said at least one operating characteristic of the asset; 

wherein said analysis controller provides for generating a maintenance invoice 
when service is performed on the asset; 
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wherein said communications network provides for transmitting the maintenance 
invoice to an administrative controller; and 

wherein said analysis controller provides for comparing said acquired data with a 
predetermined standard. 
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